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church will host a Christmas Tree Party. The Deacons ask

that you bring your favorite Christmas treat to share. On the Web!

http://firstpreshyterianc5.wix.com/
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Good thinking:

"While my little great 6 year old granddaughter, was visiting us, she said, "I've been, saving
money," she said

"Really" | commented, "That's good"
"Yeah, | got $6 already," she said.
"That's a dollar for each year," | explained.

After a short pause, she said "Pa, Pa, if you done that you'd be rich by now."

The Gathering

The Gathering will hold their monthly meeting
12/8/23, at 1 p.m. in the Conference Room.

All women are invited to come and participate in
the Bible Study.

Scrapbook meets Wednesday and
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m.

Knitting will not meet in December and
will restart January 3, 2024.

First Presbyterian Church
115 W. Chestnut St.
Carthage, MO 64836
417-358-2341
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Like Us On Facebook “1stpresbyterianchurchcarthagemo”

Adult Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Visit our Website:
“http://firstpresbyterianc5.wix.com/

Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. oresbyteriancarthage”

Coffee Fellowship, 11:30 a.m. Office Hours

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 8:30 a.m.—Noon & 1— 4
P.M. (Office closed Tuesday & Friday)




Fifth Sunday for December 2023: FEEDING INC. Helping to end hunger in Carthage, MO
How it all began

Prior to starting the food pantry, | was an uninformed bystander when it came to those in need in our community. | assumed that
their needs were being taken care of and thought no more about it. In fact, | was a bit judgmental toward those who had those kind
of needs. | would think to myself, “Why don’t they just go out and get a job?”

As my husband and | stepped into what we feel is the Lord’s leading to start Feeding, Inc. (formerly River Street Food Pantry), we
began to see the needy of the surrounding area from a different perspective. We began to know their names, their problems, their
hopes, their dreams, and the many reasons that they needed our assistance. Some were single mothers with small children; some
were in-between jobs and felt guilty when they asked for help; some were elderly on a fixed income. Some were very sick and were
under a doctor’s care or just recovered from surgery. We began to meet the homeless, the alcoholics, the addicted, the abused. We
found out that some could not read, some had not finished high school, and some had no electricity or running water. Some were
living in their car. Some in a tent by the river.

The answer to “why” people are in these situations is varied and complex. We have had many in tears telling us their story of an
alcoholic father who spent all the grocery money on his addiction while his children were left hungry. We, of course, helped his wife
and children. Why? Because it was not their fault that the “bread-winner” was not willing to fulfill his role. We had one family who lost
everything in a fire; another family had spent so much money on medical bills that there was no money for food. Others were
desperately trying to find work, but transportation was a problem and childcare was expensive. The list of reasons was long and
most of them had validity.

My heart began to change as | learned to love the needy of our area. Some have felt that food pantries only “enable” people to stay
in their situation, dependent on welfare and hand-outs. But our heart is not to enable, but to empower them to rise up out of their
present situation, giving them hope for jobs, better education, basic common sense skills, and more. As we hear of jobs, we make
that information available to them. We have compiled a list of resources that we give to them that points the way to training and other
helps.

Prior to getting involved in meeting the needs of these beautiful people, | sat in my very nice home, comfortably judging them,
naively believing all was right with my world. The problem was that my world was small and my perspective limited. Whether you
know it or not, Carthage and the surrounding area is teaming with the broken, the addicted, the hungry, the desperate, and
diseased. What can you do about it? First of all, be aware that there is a world of hurting people that you probably walk by every day.
You can help by volunteering, doing a food drive, donating monthly to this ministry, praying for the needs of others. Call us, we can
point you in the right direction if you want to know more.

We are a relational ministry! People are not just numbers to us. They are real, live families who need stable people in their lives. Get
involved; your life will change as you reach out to help others.

Former Director

-Regina Shank

Donate Food

We distribute both perishable and non-perishable food on a weekly basis.

We accept donations of any non-perishable food whether it's one can of beans or a semi-truck load of cereal boxes! Items may be
dropped off at the food pantry.

Additionally, we distribute (and accept donations of) personal care and household products such as toothpaste, toilet paper, make-
up, soap, diapers and wipes, and more. Seasonal items, such as school supplies, blankets, coats, toys and Christmas items are also
accepted.

Each Sunday in December boxes will be provided for donations.

Thank you from the Mission Committee
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Stephanie and | want to say thank you for
all the cards, expressions of kindness, and
the gift from the church for my birthday
and Pastor's Appreciation Month in
October. We are truly blessed to be a part
of such a loving and accepting group. Our
hearts have truly found a home here.

In Christ's Love,

James and Stephanie



